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What's New at SCUBA Travel?
World's Top 100 Dive Sites
Thanks to your votes for the world's
best dive, we've updated our Top
100 dive sites list at
scubatravel.co.uk/topdiveslong.html

Letters
In the last issue we had a lovely letter from newly qualified diver

Gillian ("Nervous Nellie") who's nearly 70 asking where to dive
next. This was one of the replies.
"For Nervous Nellie: Try Belize. We stayed out on the island
and I did some of the most beautiful diving ever. There was a
current at times that was trying if you were new but the reef
was unbelievable and financially it was great."
Carla Fritz via Facebook
Judy Harbison asked about the best diving in Curacao, answers
included
"Lots of great diving in Curacao. Tug Boat and Porto Marie
were amazing. Book your diving through @thedivebus love
them!"
Phil Radatz (@psradatz) via Twitter
"My top 3 dive sites on Curacao are as follows: 1. Fuik bay
buoy 2, Beautiful pristine coral, alot of underwater life, and
alot of diversity, but you can only get there by boat. 2. Punto
piku/Barricuda point, Great reef, tends to be lots of fish and
turtles. 3. Playa Kalki/ Alice in wonderland great reef lots of
big star coral to look under tends to have rays. For your other
question their is plenty to do just depends on what your
interested. Their is a big party night scene, their are plenty of
good restaurants, plenty of museums, couple tourist tours,
many beaches, the downtown center is nice and picturesque.
People are friendly and the island is safe plus you can get
everything here. ?"
Dushi Curacao Diving via Google+

Shark Fin Sales Halved in China
Prices and sales of shark fin are falling in China by 50-70%
according to a report by environmental group WildAid.

Around 7% of all sharks are killed every year. This exceeds the
average rebound rate for many shark populations, meaning that if
things don't change they are condemned to extinction. Shark
products include meat, skin, teeth and oil, but it is the higher

market value of shark fins - primarily in China - that has driven the
demand for these beautiful animals and their population declines.
However things are changing. A campaign in China to raise
awareness of the effects of buying shark products has been very
successful.
"Demand reduction can be very effective" says Peter Knights,
Executive Director of WildAid. "The more people learn about
the consequences of eating shark fin soup, the less they want
to participate in the trade. Government bans on shark fin at
state banquets in China and Hong Kong also helped send the
right message."
The new report documents:
82% decline in sales reported by shark fin vendors in
Guangzhou, China
85% of Chinese consumers surveyed online said they gave
up shark fin soup within the past 3 years. Two thirds cited
awareness campaigns with 28% citing the government
banquet ban as a reason.
24 airlines, three shipping lines and five hotel groups have
officially banned shark fin from their operations
Up to 73 million sharks are killed for their fins. Of the
fourteen shark species most prevalent in the shark fin trade, all
have experienced regional population declines ranging from 4099%, and all are classified as Threatened or Near Threatened by
the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
In the Guangzhou markets, assumed to be the new centre of
China's shark fin trade, wholesale traders are now complaining of
dwindling sales and falling prices. Retailers who were selling
medium-sized shark fins for as much as US$642 per kilogram are
now able only to charge half as much. One Guangzhou wholesaler
commented that "shark fin is a dying business" and another is
quoted saying that "Yao Ming's commercial impact singlehandedly smashed my business," in reference to WildAid's
ongoing multimedia public awareness campaigns.
The sharks most commonly killed for fins are: tiger shark, great
hammerhead, scalloped hammerhead, oceanic whitetip, thresher
shark, blue shark, shortfin mako shark, bull shark, silky shark,
dusky shark and sandbar shark.

Although the report is good news for sharks, the shark fin trade
continues, both legally and illegally. For example in March 2014,
WildAid interviews with Belizean fishermen revealed they continue
to get US$75 per pound (approximately US$165 per kilogram)
for medium to large shark fin and, comparatively, only US$7 per
pound (approximately US$15 per kilogram) for the meat.
Evidence of locally protected nurse sharks being targeted for their
fins was also noted. In April 2014, the Belizean Fisheries
Department arrested two fishermen for the attempted illegal export
of 73 dried shark fins and other marine products to Guatemala.
So, good news for sharks but still work to be done to save the
sharks and their oceans.
Further Reading:
Evidence of Declines in Shark Fin Demand, China, WildAid.
Shark fin sales halved in China
Boris Worm, Brendal Davis, Lisa Kettemer, Christine A. WardPaige, Demian Chapman, Michael R. Heithaus, Steven T. Kessel,
Samuel H. Gruber, Global catches, exploitation rates, and
rebuilding options for sharks, Marine Policy, Volume 40, July
2013, Pages 194-204, ISSN 0308-597X
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Diving News From Around the World
Mother octopus broods eggs
longer than any other animal
Deep sea octopus looks after her
eggs for four and a half years breaking records for any animal's
brooding period.

No more pause: Warming will be non-stop from now on
Enjoy the pause in global warming while it lasts, because it's
probably the last one we will get this century. Once temperatures
start rising again, it looks like they will keep going up without a
break for the rest of the century, unless we cut our greenhouse gas
emissions.
Shark Loss hits Global
Ecosystems
The loss of sharks could contribute to
the destruction of one of the world's
most under-appreciated sources of
carbon storage: seagrasses. Not that
sharks eat the seagrass, but they do eat the turtles which feed in
the seagrass meadows. Add this to the problems of pollution,
mooring and destruction of seagrass, means this vital habitat - and
the sharks - need help.
TEPCO Eyes Pacific Ocean As Dumping Ground for
Radioactive Water
Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO), the embattled owner
of Japan's crippled nuclear reactors, has said it is running out of
space to store water contaminated with radioactive materials and
is proposing to treat the water and dump it in the Pacific Ocean.
WWF calls for Canary Islands whale sanctuary and no oil
drilling
The environment group WWF is calling for the creation of a whale
sanctuary off the Canary Islands after Spanish energy giant Repsol
announced recently it wants to start exploratory drilling for oil and
gas in the region in October.
Rising CO2 levels will intensify algal blooms across the
globe
Rising CO2 concentrations in the atmosphere will stimulate harmful
algal blooms at a global level. This warning is issued by scientists
of the University of Amsterdam, on the basis of new mathematical
models, laboratory experiments and field research.
Young loggerhead turtles not
going with the flow
Juvenile loggerhead turtles swim into
oncoming ocean currents, instead of
passively drifting with them. After
loggerhead turtle babies leave nesting
beaches, they live in the ocean for 7-12 years before migrating to
the coast.

Gurnard and chips, please: warmer seas change UK fish
stock as cod head north
Marine experts say the British will soon have to get used to eating
hake, mullet and other species as coastal waters heat up
Declining Cod Need Safe Places to Recover
The already bad news about Atlantic cod in New England just got
worse. Scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration's Fisheries Service have found that the cod
population in the Gulf of Maine is at an all-time low. Virtually
every indicator of the stock condition declined in the past year, to
the point that the total of adult fish, known as spawning biomass, is
estimated to be just 3 or 4 percent of a healthy, sustainable
population. Researchers also found very few young fish, another
bad sign.
Newly discovered juvenile whale
shark aggregation in Red Sea
A newly discovered juvenile whale
shark aggregation off Saudi Arabia is
giving researchers a rare glimpse into
the lives of these giants.
Crayfish turn blood into neurons
Crayfish have a "nursery" in their heads where blood cells
transform into neurons - the process may one day help us to
regenerate our own brain cells.
Boat noise stops sea hare eggs developing
The development and survival of an important group of marine
invertebrates known as sea hares is under threat from increasing
boat noise in the world's oceans, according to a new study by
researchers from the UK and France.
Ship noise slows eels and lets predators catch them twice as
quickly
Eels are losing the fight to survive when faced with marine noise
pollution such as that of passing ships. Scientists from the
Universities of Exeter and Bristol found that in the presence of ship
noise, european eels (Anguilla anguilla) were 50% less likely to
respond to an ambush from a predator, while those that did had
25% slower reaction times. Those that were pursued by a
predator were caught more than twice as quickly.
For breaking news see our Twitter page or RSS feed
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